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Through various combinations of these resources, 12 new breeds have
been formed in Australia and 10 in New Zealand. In New Zealand,
one aim has been to produce carpet-wool breeds by exploiting the
coarse-wool mutations of the Romney.

BUFFALO

There are two main types of water buffalo: the Swamp and the
River buffalo. The Swamp buffalo of southeast Asia extends from
Assam to the Philippines and from southern China to northern Aus-
tralia. They are primarily draft and secondarily meat animals. There
is little apparent variation, except in size and horn length. Their
color is slate grey, but there are some white variants in Thailand and
some pied in Indonesia. No breeds have been defined.

The River buffalo extends from India westward to Egypt and
Italy. These buffalo are black or dark grey, have a variety of horn
forms, and are primarily dairy animals. They have been developed
into a series of seven recognized breeds in India and Pakistan. At
least five named varieties are among the prevailing desi population of
central and southern India. There are important national breeds in
Bulgaria, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Italy, and Turkey. In Albania, Greece,
Romania, and Yugoslavia, the river buffalo is declining. In Syria it is
rare, and in Hungary nearly extinct. In Bulgaria and Italy, it is mov-
ing from a milk to a meat and milk animal. A large and expanding
population is in Brazil, with two main breeds, Jafarabadi and Medi-
terranean; smaller populations exist in other Latin American coun-
tries and in Trinidad.

POULTRY

The global status of poultry can be assessed only in very general
terms because of inadequacies in existing knowledge. Two kinds of
problems prevent specific assessments. First, descriptive inventories
of breeds, landraces, and types do not exist for poultry. There are a
few exceptions, but overall, the range of poultry genetic resources has
never been adequately measured, even at national levels. Second,
national census data do not clearly distinguish among the various
species of domesticated birds, and so there is not even any certain
knowledge of the world population for each species. Some species
are totally ignored, others may be grouped under the terms poultry
and waterfowl, and sometimes the term poultry is used only for chickens.

There are eight species of domesticated birds that provide a sig-
nificant food resource of eggs and meat. A few others also provide